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Consider 
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John 12:1 - 8

A weekly devotional and study guide for the people of First Church

February 5, 2017

Registration is open for D-NOW: February 24-26
Disciple Now is our spiritual retreat weekend for students in grades 6-12. This is an opportunity for 

students to grow in their faith through worship, mission and small group study. Joining us for this event are 
college and young adult leaders that will lead the students through the weekend of activities. These small 

groups, by age and gender, will stay with host families 
and gather together as a large group for rallies on Friday 
and Saturday night. Our speaker for this year’s rallies is 
Zach Revelle, the Summer Camp Speaker at Camp Eagle. 
Leading us in worship is Tyler Murphy. 

This year’s local mission project will be a canned food 
drive to support the Backpack Project and the Round 
Rock Area Serving Center. Last year we brought in 
more than 8,500 items. This year’s goal is 10,000 items. 
We will also be raising money for Children as Head of 
Household in Malawi, Africa with Somebody Cares 
Ministry as our global mission project. 

Registration is still open for students that would like to participate in Disciple Now. The early bird deadline is 
today, February 5. For more information and to register, visit our Student Ministry page on the church website 
or contact Jodi Marfell at jodi@fumc-rr.org.

Monday: John 12:1-2
This week’s story begins by mentioning two other events. The 
author is very deliberate with chronological details. These other 
events anchor the story. The anointing here is associated with 
Jesus’ impending death, and the referenced events are likewise 
associated with death in some way.

• The Passover is a Jewish festival commemorating the liberation 
of the Jewish people from slavery in Egypt. The Jewish people 
were spared the death of their first-born children by marking their 
doorways with the blood of a lamb without blemish. Why do you 
think John makes this connection here?

• The resurrection of Lazarus is also mentioned here, and 
Lazarus himself is present at the dinner. Why do you think John 
highlights Lazarus here?

Tuesday: John 11:1-44
Take some time today to read the story of of Lazarus. There 
are seven clearly articulated “signs” in John, which point to the 
divinity of Jesus, and this one is the seventh. Our text this week 
makes it clear that the anointing story in Chapter 12 is linked to 
the resurrection story told in Chapter 11.

• What scent is mentioned in the Lazarus story, and how does it 
contrast with the anointing?

• In light of what Mary witnessed, how reasonable is her 
extravagant gift?

Wednesday: John 11:45-57 
The author’s placement of stories is very calculated. While the 
resurrection of Lazarus and the anointing of Jesus by Mary are 
clearly linked, John “sandwiches” another story between them. 
The reaction of the authorities to the seventh sign of John stands 
in stark contrast to Mary’s loving response.

• What do the Pharisees call for in response to Jesus giving life 
to another?

• What is the dual meaning behind verses 49-50? These verses 
also set the tone of Jerusalem for Jesus’ arrival. What risks are 
there for those around him?

Thursday: John 19:38-42 
Jesus would once again be anointed, but this time after his 
death. It seems only now are these two followers bold enough 
to come forth and support Jesus, but they do so in extravagant 
overabundance. Much like Mary, they are moved by love to act 
and show honor to Jesus.

• What risks did Mary take, as did Joseph and Nicodemus, when 
anointing Jesus? Who do you think is taking the biggest risk when 
they act?

• A hundred pounds of myrrh and aloe is a stupidly large 
amount of spices. Does this seem as though they may have some 
regret for not having honored Jesus sooner, as Mary had?

• With this retrospective, how hollow does Judas’ rebuke to 
Mary sound?

Friday: John 12:3-8 
Often, people have taken Jesus’ response of “You will always 
have the poor with you” and used it to justify inaction on matters 
of social or economic inequality. This seems to go far beyond 
what Jesus says here. Judas attempts to paint this as an either/
or scenario...you can help the poor or honor Jesus, but not both. 
Jesus answer, however, is to deny the either/or situation entirely. 
What does Jesus center the discussion on?

• Judas is described here as having “kept the common purse” 
and would “steal what was put into it”. With his hand in the 
cookie jar, how much progress do you think Judas made towards 
eliminating poverty?

• What other indications do we have from the Bible that “You 
will always have the poor with you” isn’t an aspirational goal?

I can’t stand the smell of hairspray. My sense of smell isn’t terribly 
keen, but there’s just something about hairspray that gets me, so 
that if my wife uses it in the next room, I just move to the other side 
of the house. For me, the scent is unavoidable. So the imagery in 
this week’s story is very vivid. “Mary took a pound of costly perfume 
made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. 
The house was filled with the fragrance of the 
perfume.” I can easily picture fumes filling up 
my nose, only presumably it doesn’t smell like 
melted plastic. No, for the amount of money 
Mary must have spent on this perfume, and for 
it to be a full pound of perfume, it must smell 
like unicorns and rainbows. And it’s an unavoidable smell that per-
meates the whole house. The extravagance of this gift is in the face 
of everyone eating dinner. As Mary wipes Jesus’ feet with her hair, 
it’s clear that she loves Jesus. It’s also clear that at least one person 
present is incredibly uncomfortable with this outpouring of devotion 
shown to her Lord.

But it’s not Jesus who is uncomfortable. Instead, he affirms her 
exuberance. Mary was one who had placed her faith in Jesus, saying, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” And after 
she said that, Jesus raised her brother Lazarus from the dead. From 
the dead! From zombie Lazarus emerging from the tomb at Jesus’ 
command, Lazarus now sat at the table dining with everyone, alive 
as can be. This is what Mary witnessed with her own two eyes! How 
could she not respond in love and amazement? How could she not 
give with such abundance beyond anything that seemed reasonable, 
as she had experienced things beyond reason to her? Who is Judas to 
see this joyous outpouring of love for Jesus, and try to restrain it?

— Robin Levins, First Church member

A Family Affair
As a family, talk about the best gift you have ever received. You 

may have received it this past year at Christmas or some other time. 
Share the best gift you have ever given. Why that was gift your 
favorite? Now read John 12:1-8 together as a family.

This Scripture tells us about a very nice gift that Mary gave to 
Jesus. She dumped a bottle of very expensive perfume on his feet and 
then wiped them with her hair! Today, it may seem strange to us to 
think of this gesture as a gift, but in Jesus’ time, it was very generous. 
Think about living in Jesus’, time when people either walked barefoot 
or wore sandals. People’s feet were often extremely dirty and stinky. 
This gift that Mary gave demonstrated to Jesus that he was very 
important to her. She was a faithful follower who acted in great love. 
Even though she was criticized for her gift, Jesus defended her.

 Jesus is no longer a human, living on earth, but can we still show 
our love for him? Jesus commanded his disciples to love one another, 
as he loved them. Brainstorm ways you can show you love for one 
another, both those you know, and maybe some people you don’t 
know.

Dear God, thank you for the many examples of love in your Word. 
Help us to show that love to those we meet each day, even those who 
can be a challenge to love. Amen.

— Jennifer Hall, Director of Children’s Ministry

Disciple Now 2017: Illuminate

Proceeds from the café will be used to support Vacation Bible School this summer 
We will have two separate weeks of Maker Fun Factory Vacation Bible School: June 12-16 and 

June 19-23. Children will be learning that we are Created by God and Built for a Purpose! 
Registration is now open on the church website for volunteers and their children. As soon as we have 

secured plenty of volunteers, we will open registration to all. Our preschool component is only for children of 
volunteers. Nursery care is available for volunteers’ children, age two and under. 

Volunteering for VBS can be so much fun! 
Please consider volunteering for one of the two weeks. It’s 

amazing to be part of the faith development of our children, and 
the energy on campus during VBS is exhilarating. We will need 
small group crew guides. Crew guides will be leading the same 
five children around to the various VBS stations each day, and 
have the opportunity to enjoy the activities, led by the station 
leaders, with the children in their crew. We will also need volun-
teers to run the various VBS stations that the children will visit. 
Stop by the Twin Oaks Café and ask us about VBS! Email jenni-
fer@fumc-rr.org if you wish to volunteer.

Children’s Ministry has contracted with Camp Triumph to bring 
back the Christian-based sports camp to our campus from 12 
noon - 4 pm after both VBS sessions (Monday - Thursday). We 
hope this addition will be beneficial to children of working parents, who may not have attended VBS in the past.

Last year, our campus was filled with 438 children in our two weeks for VBS and that requires many volun-
teers! Please consider volunteering one of the two weeks. If you can’t volunteer during VBS, please consider 
donating cash or gift cards to be used for supplies. Donations will be taken in the café during February.

Children’s Ministry is in the Twin Oaks Cafe


